EXHIBIT

i3
3
2020-2021 FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT
THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS §
WHEREAS, the TIRA Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection
and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside
municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins
County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may furnish
fire protection to the residents of the County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department

organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,
pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of
the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County
Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for
portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the < day of

gz gemhrs , 2024, by and between the VFD and the County, each existing under the
laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the
VFD and the County agree as follows:

1. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.
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2. For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its
citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

$ 544.50 per month for such firefighting services.

3 In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus
while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide
proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per
IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4. Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the
volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

5. The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners
Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County
as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the
following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such
assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this
Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners
Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the
dispatch office at the Hopkins County Sheriff’s Office. The VFD shall furnish copies of the
Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The
VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Office dispatch, shall keep records of all
responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and
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the location where each service is rendered.

L The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report
documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated
department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account
balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by
the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of
time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the
required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County
Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in
September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension
of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the
Commissioners Court.

10.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records of the VFD to
determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department
funds.

11.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of
the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12.  Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding
to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this
Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD’s agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail

PAGE 3 OF 10 VFD Initials:¢ /¥
County Initials:@




to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (1) 60 days from the last day
in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the
Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this
Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as
liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD’s Fund Line Item in the
Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13. The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD’s number and types of
apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such
that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be
entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist
the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times
on every vehicle. Maintenance of the GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14.  Sufficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory
liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles
used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on
all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be
maintained for official use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.
No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit of an individual(s)
or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or
equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and/or equipment will
be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of
the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines of Texas
Transportation Code, Section 546.

15.  Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be
insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. All
departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the County shall
be required to first submit written documentation as to (1) why the new vehicle, equipment
and/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus
will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or
apparatus will have on the VFD’s response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,
equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16.  All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County
Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire
Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.
Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or
other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless
dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-
dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17.  This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for a period of one year
and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement
thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written
notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end of the term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:

PAGE 5 0OF 10 VFD Initials: T./]
County Initials:




HOPKINS COUNTY: TIRA
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge
Hopkins County, Texas

P.O. Box 288

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483

18.  The obligations of the VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue
until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chief of the VFD
shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission
to the Commissioners Court.

19.  The VFD shall adopt and furnish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the
Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS
certification requirements outlined by the State of Texas.

20. Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached
exhibit.

21.  The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list
at the time of execution of this Agreement. The VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall include
the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The
VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22.  The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number(s) and
item(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD
shall submit an affidavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she
is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for official VFD business, calls and training.
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23.  After the date of this Agreement, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal
background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal
background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is
the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter — Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal
Background Assessment.

24.  After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet
in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County
radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station
Fire Chief verifying that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and is approved
for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25.  For purposes of this policy “social media” includes, but is not limited to, online
forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, and
MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media. However, use of social
media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other
firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile
environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community
at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this A day lz eclmbyyr ZO_L&’, as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.
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TIRA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

By: Anfrm L Hgcy
Volunteer Fire Chief 1 ure W
Printed or typed name T y Mec

By: V / /'}

President of VFD Signature
Printed or typed name

By: 1irq city csu
Treasurer of VFD Signature
Printed or typed name

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS ~ §

Signed and acknowledged before me by a m M W , for the
purposes herein expressed, on this the g NG day of %‘ﬂb&ﬂ ,20 9\0

ONNA L GOINS

E A Notary Public
SN+ STATE OF TEXAS .
EON uf & 131371406 - Notary Public, State of Te

| ez My Comm Exp. Dec. 05, 20

e

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

oo

COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of ,20

Notary Public, State of Texas
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§

COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of , 20

Notary Public, State of Texas

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

o (ADeor T \opna s

Robert Newsom, County Jﬁdge

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by &Dﬂ\df \\h\x‘ébfw , for the purposes
f\

. Q(\\‘ At LN IJ“,’\
wherein expressed, on this the l‘_\%: day of B ,20AL/ .
ATTEST:
APl
I~
O\ S
Tracy Smith,|County Cle
Hopkins nty, Texas
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2020-2021 FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

8
COUNTY OF HOPKINS §

WHEREAS, the ARBALA Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection
and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside
municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins
County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may furnish
fire protection to the residents of the County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department
organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,
pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of
the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County
Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for
portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.
]
NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the ' } 'h/ day of

- s M .
/]ﬁéQ 4 Vﬂ(}@ ( 202‘,’ by and between the VFD and the County, each existing under the

laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the
VFD and the County agree as follows:
1 The VFED agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.
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2, For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its

citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

This )‘As net been u-,ﬂt{le) to “‘f cl,
S}.‘wk«»[ A< ke e have. T4 1§\l

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus

$ 707.85 per month for such firefighting services.

while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide
proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per
IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4, Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the
volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

5. The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners
Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County
as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the
following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such
assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this
Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners
Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the
dispatch office at the Hopkins County Sheriff’s Office. The VFD shall furnish copies of the
Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The
VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Office dispatch, shall keep records of all
responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and
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the location where each service is rendered.

T The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report
documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated
department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account
balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by
the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of
time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the
required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County
Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in
September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension
of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the
Commissioners Court.

10.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records of the VFD to
determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department
funds.

11.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of
the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12.  Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding
to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this
Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD’s agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail
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to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (1) 60 days from the last day
in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the
Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this
Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as
liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD’s Fund Line Item in the
Hopkins County Annual Budget.
@ The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD’s number and types of
W& The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such
that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be
entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist
the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times
on every vehicle. Maintenance of the GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14.  Sufficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory
liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles
used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on
all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be
maintained for official use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.
No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit of an individual(s)
or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or
equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and/or equipment will
be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of
the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines of Texas
Transportation Code, Section 546.

15.  Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be
insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. All
departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the County shall
be required to first submit written documentation as to (1) why the new vehicle, equipment
and/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus
will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or
apparatus will have on the VFD’s response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,
equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16.  All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County
Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire
Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.
Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or
other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless
dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-
dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17.  This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for a period of one year
and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement
thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written
notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end of the term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:
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HOPKINS COUNTY: ARBALA
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge
Hopkins County, Texas

P.O. Box 288

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483

18.  The obligations of the VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue
until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chief of the VFD
shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission
to the Commissioners Court.

19.  The VFD shall adopt and furnish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the
Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS
certification requirements outlined by the State of Texas.

20. Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached
exhibit.

21.  The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list
at the time of execution of this Agreement. The VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall include
the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The
VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22.  The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number(s) and
item(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD
shall submit an affidavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she
is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for official VFD business, calls and training.
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23.  After the date of this Agreement, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal
background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal
background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is
the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter — Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal
Background Assessment.

24.  After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet
in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County
radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station
Fire Chief verifying that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and is approved
for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25.  For purposes of this policy “social media” includes, but is not limited to, online
forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, and
MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media. However, use of social
media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other
firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile
environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community
at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

o |

’)A ) I .
EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this [t daﬂj Q@@i\-\b@( .20 A as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.
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ARBALA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

b Bl Forl @%‘/
L ==

Volunteer Fire Chief Si
Printed or typed name

By: N/A
President of VFD Signature
Printed or typed name

By: & /?cﬁ\ C/Au; /?4/'//!0
Treasurergf VFD Signature /
Printe ed na

et Ol Bortly

THE STATE OF TEXAS ~ §
§

COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

. ’ .
Signed and acknowledged before me by @’\44 n/a\ rO(f\ I ! C{ , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the ‘ sf day of /DZC( mb@r , 20 % :

DONNA L GOINS

U\;’g Notary Public
% STATE OF TEXAS
= 1;5—35 131371406
2 5 My Comm. Exp. Dec. 05, 2021

Notary Public, State of Texas

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§

COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of ,20

Notary Public, State of Texas
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS ~ §

Signed and acknowledged before me by OI AN fgo\r +I W , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the l day of W\b e ,20 9‘0 .

Qo G

Notary Public, State of Téxas

—

s,

_Y Py,
AP, = %
]

DONNA L GOINS
& %% Notary Public
,’%}‘*E STATE OF TEXAS
AR oS 131371406
,f.?;:.%«*‘f My Comm. Exp. Dec. 05, 2021

e A R

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

By:

obert Newsom, County Judge

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by P\&,‘Djﬂf N?\.k\ﬁ(mk, for the purposes

A

TONAA AR
wherein expressed, on this the PE! ' day of u&\\n\.wv\ , 20 ,[;D :

ATTEST:

\
Tracy Smith, 9ounty Cler
Hopkins County, Texas

.-"\““Hlilﬁ'f.’f,‘,

Pﬁ? Ct”\bvr* i"“.—"(' (H’ ‘
pﬂ-\{ P{’C .’lum*)er ‘?Tfp" 0[ /:Vﬂ‘*/&/vq has 2o
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2020-2021 FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS §

WHEREAS, the MILLER GROVE Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection
and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside
municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins
County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may furnish
fire protection to the residents of the County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department

organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,
pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of
the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County
Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for
portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the 3’2_(7_ day of

/i V(’U e b 4 , 20 22 by and between the VFD and the County, each existing under the

laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the

VFD and the County agree as follows:
1. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.

A
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2z For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its
citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

$ 678.15 per month for such firefighting services.

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus
while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide
proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per
IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4. Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the
volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

3 The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners
Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County
as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the
following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such
assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this
Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners
Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the
dispatch office at the Hopkins County Sheriff’s Office. The VFD shall furnish copies of the
Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The
VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Office dispatch, shall keep records of all
responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and

7/
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the location where each service is rendered.

s The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report
documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated
department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account
balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by
the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of
time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the
required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County
Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in
September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension
of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the
Commissioners Court.

10.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records of the VFD to
determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department
funds.

11.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of
the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12.  Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding
to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this
Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD’s agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail

)8

PAGE 3 OF 10 VED Initials, 7/
County Initials:




to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (1) 60 days from the last day
in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the
Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this
Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as
liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD’s Fund Line Item in the
Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13.  The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD’s number and types of
apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such
that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be
entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist
the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times
on every vehicle. Maintenance of the GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14.  Sufficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory
liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles
used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on
all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be
maintained for official use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.
No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit of an individual(s)
or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or
equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and/or equipment will
be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to

-
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of
the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines of Texas
Transportation Code, Section 546.

15.  Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be
insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. All
departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the County shall
be required to first submit written documentation as to (1) why the new vehicle, equipment
and/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus
will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or
apparatus will have on the VFD’s response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,
equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16. Al fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County
Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire
Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.
Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or
other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless
dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-
dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17.  This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for a period of one year
and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement
thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written
notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end of the term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:

= /]

PAGE 50F 10 VFD Initialsw%\)
County Initials: |




HOPKINS COUNTY: MILLER GROVE
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge
Hopkins County, Texas

P.O. Box 288

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483

18.  The obligations of the VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue
until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chief of the VFD
shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission
to the Commissioners Court.

19.  The VFD shall adopt and furnish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the
Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS
certification requirements outlined by the State of Texas.

20. Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached
exhibit.

21.  The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list
at the time of execution of this Agreement. The VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall include
the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The
VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22 The VED shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number(s) and
item(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD
shall submit an affidavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she
is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for official VFD business, calls and training.

i
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23.  After the date of this Agreement, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal
background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal
background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is
the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter — Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal
Background Assessment.

24.  After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet
in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County
radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station
Fire Chief verifying that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and is approved
for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25.  For purposes of this policy “social media” includes, but is not limited to, online
forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedlIn, YouTube, and
MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media. However, use of social
media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other
firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile
environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community
at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this‘/j\]_’!vda;De(\é YY\\')U , 201}0, as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.

A
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MILLER GROVE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

By: (Ji:{y - £ = =
Volunteer Fire Chief igndture /
Printed or typed name jgﬂa/

oy ey filln G
President of VFD gnature
Printed or typed name

@9// j,/,_//’z{/‘/‘f;

Trea$urer of VFD “Signature
Printed or typed name
THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS §
Signed and acknowledged before me by _ ) </ 6 ?[ / in i , for the
purposes herein expressed, on this the 9 day of ,/VQ‘VJ;MM ,20 AQ9.

R BRANDON R DARROW 5 ‘
* L\ NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF TEXAS / M/& .,
% MES,?;"#&%% Notary Public, State of Texas

e

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by 7? cz_,b / 5///74///“ , for the
purposes herein expressed, on this the 29 day of // y M{w\ 520 29 .

S BRANDON R DARROW
., NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF TEXAS /
QOF

MY me -
R NOTARY :?fé&ms Notary Public, State of Texas

An
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of ,20

Notary Public, State of Texas

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

By: \7

“—R0bert Newsom, County Jud

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

8
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by mbkff “Q,\}\,QOM/ for the purposes
wherein expressed, on this the W day of \ )\‘{L\\LN L 20"0

ATTEST:

Tracy Snfith, County Clerle
Hopkins €ounty, Texas

/)
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2020-2021 FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS §

WHEREAS, the CUMBY Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection
and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside
municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins
County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may furnish
fire protection to the residents of the County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department

organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,
pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of
the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County
Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for
portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the 1_ day of

;D.LCA-WJD « , 202 Dby and between the VFD and the County, each existing under the

laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the
VFD and the County agree as follows:
1. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.
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2. For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its
citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

$  871.20 per month for such firefighting services.

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus
while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide
proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per
IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4, Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the
volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

J. The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners
Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County
as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the
following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such
assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this
Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners
Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the
dispatch office at the Hopkins County Sheriff’s Office. The VFD shall furnish copies of the
Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The
VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Office dispatch, shall keep records of all
responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and
number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and
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the location where each service is rendered.

) The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report
documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated
department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account
balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by
the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of
time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the
required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County
Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in
September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension
of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the
Commissioners Court.

10.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records of the VFD to
determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department
funds.

11.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of
the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12.  Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding
to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this
Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD’s agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail
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to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (1) 60 days from the last day
in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the
Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this
Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as
liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD’s Fund Line Item in the
Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13. The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD’s number and types of
apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such
that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be
entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist
the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times
on every vehicle. Maintenance of the GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14.  Sufficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory
liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles
used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on
all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be
maintained for official use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.
No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit of an individual(s)
or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or
equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and/or equipment will
be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of
the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines of Texas
Transportation Code, Section 546.

15.  Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be
insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. All
departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the County shall
be required to first submit written documentation as to (1) why the new vehicle, equipment
and/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus
will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or
apparatus will have on the VFD’s response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,
equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16.  All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County
Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire
Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.
Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or
other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless
dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-
dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17.  This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for a period of one year
and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement
thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written
notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end of the term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:
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HOPKINS COUNTY: CUMBY
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge
Hopkins County, Texas

P.O. Box 288

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483

18.  The obligations of the VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue
until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chief of the VFD
shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission
to the Commissioners Court.

19.  The VFD shall adopt and furnish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the
Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS
certification requirements outlined by the State of Texas.

20.  Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached
exhibit.

21.  The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list
at the time of execution of this Agreement. The VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall include
the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The
VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22.  The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number(s) and
item(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD
shall submit an affidavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she
is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for official VFD business, calls and training.
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23.  After the date of this Agreement, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal
background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal
background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is
the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter — Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal
Background Assessment.

24,  After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet
in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County
radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station
Fire Chief verifying that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and 1s approved
for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25.  For purposes of this policy “social media” includes, but is not limited to, online
forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, and
MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media. However, use of social
media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other
firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile
environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community
at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

N a Deaem! 2
EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this _,)(1&; day EXCALMNDLY | 20 7 as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.
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CUMBY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

By: Heath M% cars e s
Volunteer Fire Chief Signature
Printed or typed name
By:
President of VFD Signature
Printed or typed name
By:
Treasurer of VFD Signature

Printed or typed name

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS
Signed and acknowledged before me by /M/ A ;4 /"1 ¢ L e

§
§
§

, for the

A
purposes herein expressed, on this the gg'e'f day of A/ pltenodr ,202 0 .

s e #S

—

"”I;

',
2,

o,

5t No

o

SVRY RLfl, KIM SHORES
Z Notary Public, State of Texas

* R
. PR 2§ Comm. Expires 04-18-2021
Notary ID 10809262
e

}}
Iu?.:\\\

O
)

THE STATE OF TEXAS
§

COUNTY OF HOPKINS
Signed and acknowledged before me by

purposes herein expressed, on this the

§
§

ffo%uél ,fﬁgkéég
Notary Pnblic, State of Texas

, for the

, 20

day of

Notary Public, State of Texas
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of ,20

Notary Public, State of Texas

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

obert Newsom, County Jud

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by Mﬂ \\\ﬂ\ﬂ;m\}/ , for the purposes
wherein expressed, on this the \“\_XL day of ‘DLQ_U\MJ« , 20 L\U

ATIEST:
\[1\
%’k WA :
Tracy Smith, County Cltﬁgkf,},
Hopkmsn‘County, Texas 7%,7og K oo 18
iy :'O
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2020-2021 FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS §

WHEREAS, the BRINKER Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection
and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside
municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins
County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may furnish
fire protection to the residents of the County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department

organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,
pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of
the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County
Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for
portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities. /

NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the _Q_‘_Zli/ day of

/70 VE m J)i’ ( : 20&3, by and between the VFD and the County, each existing under the

laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the

VFD and the County agree as follows:

1. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.
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2. For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its
citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

$__ 871.20 per month for such firefighting services.

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus
while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide
proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per
IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4. Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the
volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

1 The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners
Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County
as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the
following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such
assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this
Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners
Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the
dispatch office at the Hopkins County Sheriff's Office. The VFD shall furnish copies of the
Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The
VED, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Office dispatch, shall keep records of all
responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and
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the location where each service is rendered.

7. The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report
documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated
department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account
balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by
the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of
time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the
required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County
Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in
September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension
of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the
Commissioners Court.

10.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records of the VFD to
determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department
funds.

II. The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of
the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12. " Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding
to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this
Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD’s agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail
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to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (1) 60 days from the last day
in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the
Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this
Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as
liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD’s Fund Line Item in the
Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13. The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD’s number and types of
apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such
that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be
entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist
the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times
on every vehicle. Maintenance of the GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14, Sufficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory
liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles
used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on
all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be
maintained for official use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.
No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit of an individual(s)
or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or
equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and/or equipment will
be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,
and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of
the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines of Texas
Transportation Code, Section 546.

15.  Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be
insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. All
departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the County shall
be required to first submit written documentation as to (1) why the new vehicle, equipment
and/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus
will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or
apparatus will have on the VFD’s response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,
equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16.  All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County
Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire
Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.
Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or
other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless
dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-
dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17.  This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for a period of one year
and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement
thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written
notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end of the term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:

yd
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HOPKINS COUNTY: BRINKER
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT., INC

Robert Newsom, County Judge (Wade msow\\&\ CC'L“"()

Hopkins County, Texas Hoakdg ChonYy Tenas

P.O. Box 288 [¥i5 Fm 648

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483 Su\ i,\w {5, s, Teros 5931
/

18.  The obligations of the VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue
until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chief of the VFD
shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission
to the Commissioners Court.

19.  The VFD shall adopt and furnish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the
Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS
certification requirements outlined by the State of Texas.

20.  Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached
exhibit.

21. The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list
at the time of execution of this Agreement. The VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall include
the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The
VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22.  The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number(s) and
item(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD
shall submit an affidavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she
is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for official VFD business, calls and training.
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23.  After the date of this Agreement, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal
background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal
background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is
the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter — Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal
Background Assessment.

24.  After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet
in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County
radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station
Fire Chief verifying that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and is approved
for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25.  For purposes of this policy “social media™ includes, but is not limited to, online
forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, and
MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media. However, use of social
media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other
firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile
environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community
at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this , | fl/day DEC(’M}@( 2090 as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.
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BRINKER VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.
. 7
By: {/ﬁ(//c ﬂ?ji% nte } M/Z‘/j,//
Volunteer Fire Chief Signature
Printed or typed name
By: dcwme as O\ et
President of VFD Signature
Printed or typed name \QQQQ
By: Hom Bgc{“/\o{' - T —
Treasurer of VFD Signature
Printed or typed name
i, LOU BOX
THE STATE OF TEXAS  § SN | otary Public, State of Texes
§ 5. P j9F Comm. Expires 08-27-2021
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  § TGS Notary ID 128022744
Signed and acknowledged before me by cde [Y\€ 1€ , for the
h
purposes herein expressed, on this the éD day of N DY et b e/l .20 20.
éotary éub]ic, Stattv:‘of TeXas
THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§
§
, for the
;20

COUNTY OF HOPKINS
Signed and acknowledged before me by
day of

purposes herein expressed, on this the
Notary Public, State of Texas
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

>
R
s
=
=
=
Z
Z

3300

WX i35 Comm. Expires 08-27-2021
G Notary ID 128022784

QLTI

=
)

Signed and acknowledged before me by H A0S Poer hof , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the 5@*5 day of MD Y EHU bef_ <20 28 .

. Aur

Ncﬁary Pﬁl;ﬁck,,shﬁfé%f Texas

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

obert Newsom, County Judge

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§

COUNTY OF HOPKINS §
Signed and acknowledged before me by E'\d)l\* NQ\)\.{&‘-\, for the purposes

5 /—\"._, I N\ &
wherein expressed, on this the M day of \_,Q,QL‘:M\— 2000 .

ATTEST: i,
Wy,
WUIAS ¥
N e,

/1 e E
: :O=
Tracy Smith, . FES
s X % " 'o.gr oy
Hopkins nty, Texas=Z 9 . S
2 O, eenaeee &
///// A 40 l‘d(\(\)\\\\\\

>~
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2020-2021 FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

WHEREAS, the SULPHUR BLUFF Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection
and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside
municipalities, and
WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins
County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may furnish
fire protection to the residents of the County located outside the municipalities, and
WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department
organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,
pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of
the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County
Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for
portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.
NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the J_ day of
S )s ¢ Egzu/ , 202 ©by and between the VFD and the County, each existing under the
laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the
VFD and the County agree as follows:
1. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.
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2. For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its
citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

$ 707.85 per month for such firefighting services.

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus
while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide
proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per
IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4. Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the
volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

3. The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners
Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County
as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the
following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such
assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this
Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners
Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the
dispatch office at the Hopkins County Sheriff’s Office. The VFD shall furnish copies of the
Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The
VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Office dispatch, shall keep records of all
responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and
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the location where each service is rendered.

i )2 The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report
documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated
department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account
balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by
the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of
time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the
required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County
Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in
September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension
of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the
Commissioners Court.
o~ 10.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records of the VFD to
determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department
funds.

11.  The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of
the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12.  Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding
to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this
Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD’s agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail
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to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (1) 60 days from the last day
in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the
Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this
Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as
liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD’s Fund Line Item in the
Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13. The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD’s number and types of
apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such
that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be
entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist
the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times
on every vehicle. Maintenance of the GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14.  Sufficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory
liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles
used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on
all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be
maintained for official use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.
No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit of an individual(s)
or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or
equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and/or equipment will
be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of
the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines of Texas
Transportation Code, Section 546.

15.  Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be
insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. All
departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the County shall
be required to first submit written documentation as to (1) why the new vehicle, equipment
and/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus
will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or
apparatus will have on the VFD’s response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,
equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16.  All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County
Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire
Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.
Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or
other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless
dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-
dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17.  This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for a period of one year
and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement
thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written
notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end of the term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:
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HOPKINS COUNTY: SULPHUR BLUFF
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge Cheie Basshem, Chief
Hopkins County, Texas
P.O. Box 288 Po Box 35

Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483 Sulphur Bivkf [ TA 7S9T11

18.  The obligations of the VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue
until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chief of the VFD
shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission
to the Commissioners Court.

19.  The VFD shall adopt and furnish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the
Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS
certification requirements outlined by the State of Texas.

20. Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached
exhibit.

21.  The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list
at the time of execution of this Agreement. The VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall include
the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The
VFD’s vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22.  The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number(s) and
item(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD
shall submit an affidavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she
is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for official VFD business, calls and training.
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23.  After the date of this Agreement, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal
background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal
background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is
the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter — Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal
Background Assessment.

24.  After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet
in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County
radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station
Fire Chief verifying that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and is approved
for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25.  For purposes of this policy “social media” includes, but is not limited to, online
forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, and
MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media. However, use of social
media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other
firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile
environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community
at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this Z‘HVday ok m);@/ , 2090, as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.
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SULPHUR BLUFF VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

By: “bﬂs Bassham 8"" 8M¢
Volunteer Fire Chief Signature
Printed or typed name

pDN Pﬂ"ff’ﬂgﬁﬁ/

By: Q Slvm ?aﬁ:aw A

President of VFD Signature

Printed or typed name
By: cam E. I,y //Lﬁ //{

Treasurer of VFD Signattife
Printed or typed name

H

THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
§ A
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  § Don brdteiremn

Signed and acknowledged before me by C hﬂ‘J‘&léﬁ)Wﬂm{ Cavyl ‘H]i I ,ﬂI , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the | O i day of NC yem b eY 2090 .

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of , 20

Notary Public, State of Texas
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THE STATE OF TEXAS  §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

Signed and acknowledged before me by , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of , 20

Notary Public, State of Texas

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

obert Newsom, County Judge

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF HOPKINS  §

'\b ) N \
Signed and acknowledged before me by ?\b M ,f N\'\eb u\; for the purposes
n

wherein expressed, on this the rw\ day of \ W ‘\, \ , 2000

ATTEST: o,
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